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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action in response to application no. 10/007,794 filed on 
12/5/2001 in which claims 1-5 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
. be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fukuda et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,064,834) In view of Malloy Desormeaux (U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,577,821). 

Regarding claim 1, Fukuda discloses an electronic camera (Fig. 1, 
element 10), comprising: image record member for recording images (Fig. 2, 
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element 120), which are formed within length-direction image pickup effective 
ranges (Fig. 5, element 68A; Fig. 8) and breadth-direction image pickup effective 
ranges (Fig. 6, element 686; Fig. 9) set in film disposed in a main body of said 
electronic camera, image pickup effective range change member (Fig. 2, element 
30) for changing the length-direction image pickup effective ranges and the 
breadth-direction image pickup effective ranges in the film; and an image pickup 
effective range setting table (Fig 2, elements 32 and 34) having a register (Fig. 3, 
element 28) of a plurality of records (Fig. 3, element 62 and 64) respectively 
indicating correspondences between the length-direction image pickup effective 
ranges and the breadth-direction image pickup effective ranges, wherein said 
image pickup effective range change member includes a length-direction range 
change button (Fig. 1 , element 28) capable of executing an input operation to 
increase the length-direction image pickup effective ranges, and a breadth- 
direction range change button (Fig. 1 , element 28) capable of executing an input 
operation to increase the breadth-direction image pickup effective ranges; and 
said image pickup effective range change member (Fig. 1 , element 28) is 
member which, when said length-direction range change button or said breadth- 
direction range change button is operated, changes the length-direction image 
pickup effective ranges and breadth-direction image pickup effective ranges 
using the image pickup effective range setting table (Figs. 3-6). 

The Examiner is interpreting the camera of Fukuda as an electronic 
camera because the camera comprises an illuminated finder, strobe, and auto 
focus light emitting and receiving parts (col. 4, lines 23-40). 
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Furthermore, the Examiner is interpreting the switching frames (Fig. 2, 
elements 32 and 34) as an image pickup effective range setting table because 
the frames form a planar light-shielding device (Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 
table: something that resembles a table especially in having a plane surface). 
Furthermore, the Examiner Interprets the switching lever (Fig. 3, element 28) as 
a register having a plurality of records because each of its alignment grooves 
(Fig. 3, element 62 and 64) records the position of proper alignment such that the 
switching frames are correctly registered with the film to expose either a portrait 
or landscape image (Merriam-Webster Dictionary, register: a condition of correct 
alignment or proper relative position). 

Fukuda does not disclose recording images in a solid state image pickup 
device disposed in a main body of said electronic camera, into a record medium 
in a form of electronic data. However, Malloy Desormeaux discloses an 
electronic CCD camera with an electronic recording medium (Fig. 25, element 
58) and an oversized solid state image pickup device (Fig. 25, CCD 24) that 
captures a large field of view comprising both the portrait and landscape fields of 
view (Figs. 9-1 1 , and 51). Furthermore, Malloy Desormeaux discloses the 
camera enables a user to change the effective image pickup range by selecting 
either the landscape or portrait orientations, which mimic a 90 degree rotation of 
the camera (Figs. 9-1 1 ; col. 21 , lines 5-26; col. 41 , line 23-col. 44, line 27, in 
particular col. 43, lines 23-47). One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
provided the exposure orientation switching film camera of Fukuda with the 
oversized CCD imager of Malloy Desormeaux in order to provide a CCD imager 
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capable of capturing digital images in either the portrait or landscape orientation 
without the necessity of rotating the camera (Malloy Desormeaux: Fig. 9-1 1 ; 
Fukuda: col. 5, line 66-col. 6, line 3). As a result, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided the 
exposure orientation switching film camera of Fukuada with the oversized CCD 
imager of Malloy Desormeaux in order to provide a CCD imager capable of 
capturing digital images in either the portrait or landscape orientation without the 
necessity of rotating the camera. 

Regarding claim 2, Fukuda discloses an electronic camera (Fig. 1 , 
element 10), comprising: image record member for recording images (Fig. 2, 
element 120), which are formed within length-direction image pickup effective 
ranges (Fig. 5, element 68A; Fig. 8) and breadth-direction image pickup effective 
ranges (Fig. 6, element 68B; Fig. 9) set in film disposed in a main body of said 
electronic camera, image pickup effective range change member (Fig. 2, element 
30) for changing the length-direction image pickup effective ranges and the 
breadth-direction image pickup effective ranges in the film; wherein said image 
pickup effective range change member includes a length-direction range change 
button (Fig. 1, element 28) capable of executing an input operation to increase 
the length-direction image pickup effective ranges, and a breadth-direction range 
change button (Fig. 1 , element 28) capable of executing an input operation to 
increase the breadth-direction image pickup effective ranges; and said image 
pickup effective range change member (Fig. 1, element 28) is member which, 
when said length-direction range change button or said breadth-direction range 
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change button is operated, changes the length-direction image picl<up effective 
ranges and breadth-direction image pickup effective ranges in such a manner 
that the area of said image pickup effective ranges in the film is capable to 
provide a constant value (Figs. 8-9). 

The Examiner is interpreting the camera of Fukuda as an electronic 
camera because the camera comprises an illuminated finder, strobe, and auto 
focus light emitting and receiving parts (col. 4, lines 23-40). 

Fukuda does not disclose recording images in a solid state image pickup 
device disposed in a main body of said electronic camera, into a record medium 
in a form of electronic data. However, Malloy Desormeaux discloses an 
electronic CCD camera with an electronic recording medium (Fig. 25, element 
58) and an oversized solid state image pickup device (Fig. 25, CCD 24) that 
captures a large field of view comprising both the portrait and landscape fields of 
view (Figs. 9-1 1 , and 51 ). Furthermore, Malloy Desormeaux discloses the 
camera enables a user to change the effective image pickup range by selecting 
either the landscape or portrait orientations, which mimic a 90 degree rotation of 
the camera (Figs. 9-1 1 ; col. 21 , lines 5-26; col. 41 , line 23-col. 44, line 27, in 
particular col. 43, lines 23-47). One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
provided the exposure orientation switching film camera of Fukuda with the 
oversized CCD imager of Malloy Desormeaux in order to provide a CCD imager 
capable of capturing digital images in either the portrait or landscape orientation 
without the necessity of rotating the camera (Malloy Desormeaux: Fig. 9-1 1 ; 
Fukuda: col. 5, line 66-col. 6, line 3). As a result, it would have been obvious to 
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one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided the 
exposure orientation switching film camera of Fukuada with the oversized CCD 
imager of Malloy Desormeaux in order to provide a CCD imager capable of 
capturing digital images in either the portrait or landscape orientation without the 
necessity of rotating the camera. 

Regarding claim 3, Fukuda discloses an electronic camera (Fig. 1 , 
element 10), comprising: image record member for recording images (Fig. 2, 
element 120), which are formed within length-direction image pickup effective 
ranges (Fig. 5, element 68A; Fig. 8) and breadth-direction image pickup effective 
ranges (Fig. 6, element 68B; Fig. 9) set in film disposed in a main body of said 
electronic camera, image pickup effective range change member (Fig. 2, element 
30) for changing the length-direction image pickup effective ranges and the 
breadth-direction image pickup effective ranges in the film, that is, said length- 
direction image pickup effective ranges and said breadth-direction image pickup 
effective ranges. 

The Examiner is interpreting the camera of Fukuda as an electronic 
camera because the camera comprises an illuminated finder, strobe, and auto 
focus light emitting and receiving parts (col. 4, lines 23-40). 

Fukuda does not disclose recording images in a solid state image pickup 
device disposed in a main body of said electronic camera, into a record medium 
in a form of electronic data. However, Malloy Desormeaux discloses an 
electronic CCD camera with an electronic recording medium (Fig. 25, element 
58) and an oversized solid state image pickup device (Fig. 25, CCD 24) that 
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captures a large field of view comprising both the portrait and landscape fields of 
view (Figs. 9-11, and 51). Furthermore, Malloy Desormeaux discloses the 
camera enables a user to change the effective image pickup range by selecting 
either the landscape or portrait orientations, which mimic a 90 degree rotation of 
the camera (Figs. 9-1 1 ; col. 21 , lines 5-26; col. 41 , line 23-col. 44, line 27, in 
particular col. 43, lines 23-47). One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
provided the exposure orientation switching film camera of Fukuda with the 
oversized CCD imager of Malloy Desormeaux in order to provide a CCD imager 
capable of capturing digital images in either the portrait or landscape orientation 
without the necessity of rotating the camera (Malloy Desormeaux: Fig. 9-11; 
Fukuda: col. 5, line 66-col. 6, line 3). As a result, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided the 
exposure orientation switching film camera of Fukuada with the oversized CCD 
imager of Malloy Desormeaux in order to provide a CCD imager capable of 
capturing digital images in either the portrait or landscape orientation without the 
necessity of rotating the camera. 

Regarding claim 4, Fukuda discloses and an image pickup effective range 
setting table (Fig 2, elements 32 and 34) having a register (Fig. 3, element 28) of 
a plurality of records (Fig. 3, element 62 and 64) respectively indicating 
correspondences between the length-direction image pickup effective ranges and 
the breadth-direction image pickup effective ranges, wherein said image pickup 
effective range change member (Fig. 1 , element 28) is member which, when 
there is a change instruction for said length-direction range change button or said 
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breadth-direction range change button, changes the length-direction image 
pickup effective ranges and breadth-direction image picl<up effective ranges 
using the image piclcup effective range setting table (Figs. 3-6). 

The Examiner is interpreting the switching frames (Fig. 2, elements 32 and 
34) as an image pickup effective range setting table because the frames form a 
planar light-shielding device (Merriam-Webster Dictionary, table: something that 
resembles a table especially in having a plane surface). Furthermore, the 
Examiner interprets the switching lever (Fig. 3, element 28) as a register having a 
plurality of records because each of its alignment grooves (Fig. 3, element 62 
and 64) records the position of proper alignment such that the switching frames 
are correctly registered with the film to expose either a portrait or landscape 
image (Merriam-Webster Dictionary, register: a condition of correct alignment or 
proper relative position). 

Regarding claim 5, Fukuda discloses the image pickup effective range 
change member is member which, when there is input a change instruction (Fig. 
1 , element 28) for said length-direction range change button or said breadth- 
direction range change button, changes the length-direction image pickup 
effective ranges and the breadth-direction image pickup effective ranges in such 
a manner that the area of the image pickup effective ranges in the film is capable 
to provide a constant value (Figs. 8-9). 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
tlie examiner should be directed to Brian Jelinel< whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-7366 thereafter. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 
am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, James Groody can be reached at (571 ) 272-7950. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Brian Jelinek 
5/31/2005 





